
Would you like to know more about
supervising trainee independent prescribers?

You may have been approached about supervising a trainee independent
prescriber, but you want to gather more information first. 

Here’s a brief  overview of  what the role entails.

Trainee independent prescribers are required to complete 90 hours of
supervised practice over 6 months. 

This will be recorded within their practice log and aligned to the Royal
Pharmaceutical Society (RPS) Prescribing Competency Framework. 

The Designated Prescribing Practitioner
(DPP) will oversee, support and assess the

competence of trainees.

The DPP should work with trainees for
approximately half the supervised practice

hours. 

The DPP should be an active prescriber in a
patient-facing role, with appropriate knowledge

and experience.

The DPP will need to demonstrate that they fulfil
the Competency Framework for Designated

Prescribing Practitioners. 

The Designated
Prescribing Supervisor
(DPS) will supervise the
trainee within practice

and provide feedback to
the trainee and the DPP.

The DPS should have at
least 1 year recent

prescribing experience.

Not all prescribing
courses currently require

a DPS.

Resources
A Competency Framework for all Prescribers

A Competency Framework for Designated Prescribing Practitioners
Standards for the education and training of pharmacist independent prescribers

Prescribing Supervision and Assessment in the Foundation Trainee Pharmacist Programme from 2025/26

Community pharmacists are encouraged to identify their own DPP and DPS so
that they can build the professional relationships, network and support that will

continue beyond achieving their prescribing qualification. 

Prescribing is being integrated into the MPharm, so from 2026, all pharmacists
will graduate as prescribers. By supervising an experienced pharmacist for their

prescribing course, you will be supporting this workforce transformation. 

https://www.rpharms.com/Portals/0/RPS%20document%20library/Open%20access/Prescribing%20Competency%20Framework/RPS%20English%20Competency%20Framework%203.pdf?ver=mctnrKo4YaJDh2nA8N5G3A%3D%3D
https://www.rpharms.com/Portals/0/RPS%20document%20library/Open%20access/Professional%20standards/DPP%20Framework/DPP%20competency%20framework%20Dec%202019.pdf
https://www.pharmacyregulation.org/sites/default/files/document/standards-for-the-education-and-training-of-pharmacist-independent-prescribers-january-19.pdf
https://www.hee.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/documents/Prescribing%20Supervision%20and%20Assessment%20in%20the%20Foundation%20Trainee%20Pharmacist%20Programme%20JAN%202024%20V1.2.pdf

