
Opportunity - Participate in Remunerated Digitally Enhanced Asthma Review Pilot
Smart Respiratory are looking for community pharmacies to participate in ‘Digitally
Enhanced Asthma Reviews’ for patients on MART, Preventer or Reliever MDI inhalers
Potential to link to the existing NMS Asthma structure, whereby Smart Respiratory
remunerates the pharmacy for their time and provide free devices to the patient

The Challenge
Patients discard their inhaler when there are still ACTIVE doses remaining?
Many patients ALSO continue to use their inhalers even after it is empty due to lack of
dose counter. This is a lead cause in severe Asthma Attacks and causing a risk to life
Low adherence is common and leads to flare-ups

The Solution
 Smart Respiratory have developed a Smart Inhaler Dongle for use with pressurised MDI
(Metered Dose Inhaler) devices, offering: 
 ✅ Dose tracking
 ✅ Adherence & compliance monitoring
 ✅ Medication reminders
 ✅ Notifications when inhalers are empty

Implementation
Digitally enhance asthma reviews by monitoring adherence and asthma control, using
the Smart Inhaler Assistant
Enables prescribing community pharmacists to play a leading role in asthma
management in the community/neighbourhood
Aligns with the three shifts of the NHS 10 Year Plan, the new BTS/NICE/SIGN Asthma
Guidelines and the increase in prescribing pharmacists from September 2026
Patient completes a verified asthma control survey (ACQ) at the first consultation,
receives a Smart Inhaler Assistant to monitor their adherence and asthma control and
completes a second verified asthma control survey (ACQ) at the second consultation
Expectation is that asthma control will improve between the consultations

Objectives 
The pilot should collect data that proves that a ‘digitally enhanced asthma review’ provides
the following benefits:

Improved patient outcomes
Data for pharmacists to make clinically informed decisions
Financial savings for ICB/NHS
Avoid wastage that leads to landfill



Duration – January 1st 2026 until March 31st 2026

Structure
Two arms will be compared, one using the Smart Inhaler Assistant and the other
using the usual standard of care
Randomly selected based on whether final digit of patient NHS is even or odd
Smart Respiratory will supply the Smart Inhaler Assistant for free for participants in
the pilot

Remuneration 
In addition to the NMS remuneration from the NHS, Smart Respiratory will remunerate
the pharmacy as below:

a) Arm 1 – with Smart Inhaler Assistant 
£14 for initial Engagement, whereby the pharmacy technician/dispenser invites the
patient to join the pilot, attaches the device to the new MDI inhaler, downloads the
app on the patient’s phone and selects the pharmacy in the list of ‘clinics’ on the app.
Anonymised patient data on the dashboard will trigger the payment 
£14 for the Intervention consultation. The pharmacist asks 5 verified Asthma Control
questions (ACQ) and enters them in the pilot portal. Check that patients are regularly
using the dongle and app
£14 for the Follow-up consultation. The pharmacist asks the same 5 Asthma Control
questions (ACQ), enters them in the pilot portal, reviews the asthma control data
from the app and gives clinical advice
Total remuneration of £42 from Smart Respiratory plus £28 from the NHS

b) Arm 2 – without Smart Inhaler Assistant 
£0 for initial Engagement
£7 for the Intervention consultation. The pharmacist asks 5 verified Asthma Control
questions (ACQ) and enters them in the pilot portal
£7 for the Follow-up consultation. The pharmacist asks the same 5 Asthma Control
questions  (ACQ), enters them in the pilot portal and gives clinical advice
Total remuneration of £14 from Smart Respiratory plus £28 from the NHS

Training
Smart Respiratory will provide training for pharmacists and pharmacy technicians

Next Steps
Contractors will be recruited on a ‘first come first served’ basis, whilst funds last
Please express initial interest to antony@smartrespiratory.com 
Upon agreement, an SLA will be shared

http://respiratory.com/

