Dear Community Pharmacy Contractor,
NHS Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Integrated Care Board and NHS Devon Integrated Care Board are inviting community pharmacies to express an interest in providing additional opening hours through the Extended Rota Provision Programme, designed to provide targeted additional community pharmacy capacity in response to anticipated Winter 2026/27 pressures.
The programme aims to improve timely access to urgent medicines, self-care advice and NHS services during periods of increased seasonal demand, whilst supporting wider system resilience across primary care and urgent care services.
Funding will be prioritised to ensure available resources deliver the greatest benefit to patients and the wider health and care system. Applications will be considered in the following order:
· Priority 1: Christmas Bank Holiday provision and New Year's Day provision.
· Priority 2: Weekend provision during December 2026 and January 2027.
· Priority 3: Early morning and evening provision during January and February 2027.
Reimbursement for approved extended rota activity will be funded in line with existing community pharmacy rota provision rates:
· Weekday evenings: £90.92 per hour
· Saturdays: £90.92 per hour
· Bank Holidays and Sundays: £165.15 per hour
The Commissioner reserves the right to determine the location and distribution of funded sessions to maximise patient benefit and support system resilience.
Contractors wishing to participate should complete the attached expression of interest form outlining their proposed additional opening hours, dates and times of proposed provision. 
Expressions of Interest must be submitted by 5.00pm on 1 November 2026.
Completed applications should be emailed to:
d-icb.swpeninsulaprimarycare@nhs.net
Applications received after the deadline may not be considered. Expressions of interest will be reviewed against programme priorities, local need, geographical demand and available funding. Successful applicants will be notified following completion of the review process and will receive confirmation of approved sessions, funding arrangements and any associated reporting requirements.
Thank you for your continued commitment to providing high-quality community pharmacy services and supporting patient access to urgent medicines, healthcare advice and NHS services during periods of increased winter demand.
Yours sincerely,
Amy Griffiths, 

NHS Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Integrated Care Board
NHS Devon Integrated Care Board
d-icb.swpeninsulaprimarycare@nhs.net

NHS Cornwall and Isles of Scilly and NHS Devon working together in partnership

